MISSION STATEMENT
MJM is a ministry of the Episcopal Church and the Nippon Sei Ko Kai
(Anglican Church in Japan) to the Japanese people which seeks to be an
open, inclusive body providing spiritual care and support to all people p

reflecting the spirit of Christ as it builds bridges between cultures.
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And the angel said unto them: “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2, 10-11
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MJM COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS SERVICE

MIM Friends & Family-You are cordially invited to the
10:30 Christmas Day service at St. John the Divine in the cathedral
itself. Following the service a reception will be held for all MJIM
members and friends at the Donegan Hall in the Diocesan House at
12:30 p.m. You may join us just for the reception if you want.
You are more than welcome and we look forward to music, sing-
ing, wonderful food and good Christmas Cheer. Let us celebrate!.
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KIRYUSHA STAFF
Editor: David Eddy

Writers/Translators:
Kyoko Toyama
Akiko Watanabe
Mother Kyrie Kim

Special thanks to our contributing
writers this issue.

Announcements

We appeal to you for continued
financial support. Your support
and contributions are vital to the
operation of our ministry and the
distribution of the Kiryusha.
Whether your donation is large
or small, it is your interest and
support that allows MJM to con-
tinue to serve Christ through our
ministry.

Come to BIBLE STUDY held
on the 4th Saturday of each
month at 5 pm on zoom. Link
can be found on the MJM month-
ly calendar email. Please also
inquire at the website of
mjmny.info@gmail.com

KIRYUSHA  welcomes
all articles and photos with the
understanding that not all sub-
missions will be printed. Because
of our format, we encourage
shorter, rather than longer, arti-
cles. Your submission should be
sent to mjmny.info@gmail.com.
Articles can be either in English
or Japanese.

The MJM Office is open
on Mondays from 12:30 to 3:30
p.m. Messages can be left at any
time during the week and will be
returned on Monday. The phone
number is 914 723-6118. To
reach us by email: mjmny.info@
gmail.com.

Please visit our website at
https://www.mjmny.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM MJM TOKYO
In 2024, MJM Tokyo has been blessed with many opportunities for services,
Bible study, public lectures, and other events for learning and participation.

Worship Services: Held at various locations such as Tsukishima Anglican Church,
Mejiro Anglican Church, Omori St. Agnes Church, St. Paul’s Church, and Holy Trin-
ity Church.

Bible Study: “Shitamachi Bible Study Group” meets at 7 in the evening of every
3rd Friday of the month , led by Rev. Ajuko Ueda. Participation via Zoom .

Taize Prayers: Held in April and December, led by Mr. Isao Uematsu at St. Alban’s
Church. Participants can join in person or via Zoom.

Public Lectures, Talks, Sermons, and Hymns with Scripture: Offered at loca-
tions such as the Anglican Seminary, Mejiro Anglican Church, Omori St. Agnes
Church, St. Paul’s Church, and Tsukishima Anglican Church.

MJM NY's Oyatsu: Held every Friday. Due to the time difference between NY and
Tokyo, these gatherings take place early in the morning in Tokyo. The topics are wide-
ranging, including religion, politics, history, culture and more. Participation via Zoom

Additionally, MIM Tokyo’s newsletter, ""Children-TEKNA provides messages,
updates on activities, announcements, and insights into our members' lives. While
TEKNA is primarily distributed via email, postal delivery is also available. Contribu-
tions and information from people are always welcome!

For those wishing to support us through donations:
Yuucho Bank: Branch 019, Current Account 0770266
Mitsubishi Tokyo UFJ Bank: Kichijoji Branch (Branch No. 220), Ordinary Account 1793933
Thank you for your continued support and prayers.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
Mother Kyrie Kim

When Jesus was born, there were Joseph, Mary, and shep-
herds around him and later, the wise men arrived. All of whom had
traveled a long way to see the baby Jesus. The first emotions they
must have felt as they gazed upon the baby born in the smallest of
towns were doubt, surprise, and fear, that turned joy and hope that
this baby would one day save us.

It was a journey undertaken in the coldest of winters, so no
doubt that all have had repeated thoughts of stopping, regretting, and
turning back. But they pushed through the anxiety and uncertainty to
reach to the destination.

A journey that changes fear to hope.

Through this journey, we should grow into people whose fear
and surprise turn to hope and joy, just like those who first met the
newborn baby.

After the U.S. presidential election, and in front of a begin-
ning of a new year, many people speak of uncertainty and confusion,
but through Christmas we will discover that the truth is that we all
stand before the same Christ.

Therefore, we are at a point where we must once again begin
the long journey of our hearts to find our true center.

May this Christmas embrace our hearts filled with God's
grace, “good news that will be great joy to all people (Luke 2:10).”

CHRISTNAS

Unto us a child is born

I love little children, gnd, it is
not a slight thing when they,

. : who are fresh from God,
}% B love us.
/ Dickens




Fall Retreat at Stony Point Center
by Mona Frank
A retreat can be described with many words but one stands out
particularly: peace. In the world we live in, stress and conflict tend to
dominate our thinking. Through the MJM fall retreat at Stony Point
Center this past October, we were able to let loose and reflect on our
recent emotions.

The attendees enjoyed sitting around a bonfire and mak-
ing S’mores, bringing back memories of their childhoods. The historic
and majestic Gilmor Sloane House we stayed at gave us a chance to
come together, play games, and have thorough discussions on a variety
of topics, such as MJM, our identities, and other subjects we would
have never talked about otherwise. Each room in the building was
unique in its form while also maintaining simplicity. The healthy and
delicious buffet meals provided nutrition for our bodies and an oppor-
tunity to talk and learn more about each other. Finally, the morning
meditation in the chapel assisted us in letting our minds wander. Over-
all, the beautiful scenery in the area promoted relaxation that the at-
tendees rarely feel in their overly packed lives.

One of the games that I reflected the most on was the
card game where we tried to describe complex ideas about ourselves
using pictures. I was able to not only learn more about other members
of our ministry, but also about myself, and the way I think about my
name and other important aspects of my identity.

Newlyweds of the MJM Family
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NEW COMMUNITY-Please join
us at a monthly gathering for fel-
lowship and communion in Japa-
nese at St. John the Divine every
Fourth Sunday of the month at
2:00. For more information, please
contact kmtoyama (@aol.com or
omiyamaki @gmail.
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SOCIAL MEDIA? Did you know
that there is an MJM Facebook Group?
Up to date happenings are available at
MIM (Metropolitan Japanese Minis-
try). Currently there are 17 members
so nothing is going “viral.” As the
bible says, “Seek and ye shall find; and
ask and it shall be given unto you.”
You don’t need to post to be up on the
latest trends within MJM.
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2025 Stewardship - Pledge

In Japan before the 16th
century, the first ears of rice
[hatsuho] of the year were
brought to local shrines as an of-
fering of thanksgiving called hot-
suho. Coinage gradually replaced
rice and fish, and visitors to
shrines and temples in Japan to-
day are expected to throw a few
coins into an offering box called
sansen or saisen.

Whether it's a shrine, tem-
ple, ashram, synagogue, mosque,
or church, organized religion is of
this world and needs funding.
MIM likes to think of himself as
a little different. There are no
buildings or permanent residenc-
es. It see itself as nomads or so-
journers (so to speak) who pitch
their tents wherever they are wel-
come, relying on the kindness of
strangers.

But, as any sojourner will
tell you, even a carefree life
comes with costs and unexpected
expenses. We ask our members to
consider pledging a certain
amount of money each week,
month or year so as to allow us to
pitch a tent and pay our way. En-
closed is a Pledge Appeal leaflet
for the 2025 pledge. In the alter-
native, go to mjmny.org for a
quick online pledge method of
pledging. Thank you.

We would like to thank Mother Kim for planning and organiz-
ing this event by putting together a wide variety of activities, such as
games, a movie, and a morning service. Additionally, we are grateful
for everyone who played a part in making this retreat a positive experi-
ence for all of us.

In essence, the fall retreat brought the MJM community
closer together, while also letting each individual contemplate their
positions in the church, and ultimately, the world.

“Hibi no kate yo..” Children’s song /prayer before a meal. Etagami by Debbie Patschke Da-
vidson. For further information go to dosankodebbie.blogspot,com.
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Dear Friends:

Lately | have little regular engagement with Metropolitan Japanese Ministry
or other aspects of Asian ministries in the Church. (I am not sure | even have good
email addresses for you!)

In spite of my limited contact with you, | hope you do know that MJM -- and
all of the efforts, in the Diocese or the larger Church, of people of faith to support
and carry out ministries among Asians and AsianAmericans -- that all these have my
support and my admiration.

The news that the Nobel committee awarded the 2024 Peace Prize to Nihon
Hidankyo brought all this to mind.

You folks were the ones who brought the work of the atomic bomb survi-
vors to the consciousness of Constance and myself. Through you more than once
we met with some of these heroic people. Through you we began -- again -- to con-
sider what the bomb has meant and could mean.

The granting of the Peace Prize warmed my spirit in a bittersweet way.

Of course it is most fitting that the work of Nihon Hidankyo has been lifted up and
praised across the world. Yet again the Nobel Committee has recognized a group
that, against great odds, has worked to make both peace and justice prevail among
nations and peoples.

| wish there was no need for Nihon Hidankyo and other such groups to
make such efforts. Better by far that people would know peace and justice -- and
practice peace and justice -- without such work being required.

Better there was no need for a Peace Prize or the making of other awards or
granting of other honors to those who help bring us closer to peace and justice.

But, | give thanks for the action of the Nobel Committee.

And | give thanks for the continuing work of Nihon Hidankyo and its supporters.

Thus | give thanks for MJM and all of you. Bless you all.

And | wish you Peace,

Bill McKeown

[Late Rev. Constance Coles’s husband]
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The author of the article, Mona Frank, is pictured on the far right photo with her father and
brother. Mona not only can throw a frisbee but translated her article by herself into Japanese.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Kyoko Toyama

Reflecting the Raging Waves of 2024 with Grace
A Merry Christmas!

The year 2024 was a year of many events for both MJM and me per-
sonally. I humbly accepted a role of the president of MJM board at the be-
ginning of the year, receiving the torch from David Eddy, who had served as
president for a long time. MJM’s ministry for a New Community at the ca-
thedral is stable and flourishing and the family camp in October was an op-
portunity for us to re-connect and nurture our fellowship after several years.
Among the various roles I play in the church, the highlights of the events
include the attendance of the General Convention of the Episcopal Church in
Louisville, Kentucky in June as a lay alternate deputy. I had the opportunity
to vote on a few resolutions and witness the election of our new Presiding
Bishop Sean Rowe. Prior to that, I attended two meetings: the Council of
Ethnic Ministries in February as a representative of the co-chairs of JCON
(Japanese Convocation or Episcopal Asia Ministry) and the deputies of color
conference in March.

In July, I attended a JCON meeting with Mother Kim and Tomoko
Masur in Hawaii which I served as co-convenor with the Rev. Dr. Malcom
Hee, the rector of the Good Samaritan Episcopal Church. Next year JCON
will be held in Japan, and we will visit Hiroshima, Nagasaki especially the
Goto Island, with the theme of “Searching for Peace, Justice, and the History
of Hidden Christians”. In preparation for this trip, we ask participants to
read the book, “In Search of Japan’s Hidden Christians: A Story of Suppres-
sion, Secrecy and Survival” by John Dougill. We hope that many people
from all over the world will be able to participate in the JCON gathering.

It’s been a tumultuous year, but this past October we received some
good news. The Japan Confederation of A-bomb Sufferers Organizations,
Nihon Hidankyo, which we have supported for the past 10 years, was award-
ed this year’s Nobel Peace Prize. In his speech at the award ceremony on the
10th and at the press conference, Dr. Terumi Tanaka, co-chair of Nihon
Hidankyo, spoke about the importance of us becoming successors rather than
just the transmitters of the survivors’ stories, as the survivors age, and of
working for peace not through logic, but through emotions and building trust
between people.

Furthermore, speaking to young people, he said that ‘hope” is heal-
ing and a driving force for peace activities. Like the atomic bomb survivors,
we too should live with a sense of mission and upfold humanitarian and mor-
al values. The efforts of the atomic bomb survivors toward nuclear abolition
will continue. While being alongside with them, we should have courage,
support them and become their storytellers.

I pray that this year has been a fruitful one for all of you, and that
2025 will also be a year filled with many blessings.
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JCON REFLECTIONS
by Tomoko Masur

I participate in this year’s JCON (Japanese Convocatlon) meet-
ing in Honolulu, Hawaii from July 6™ through 10™ with Mother Kim
and Kyoko Toyama. Kyoko was also a co-convener of JCON.

This was my first time attend-
% ing a JCON meeting but the meeting
became a fruitful one. I got to know

. the representatives from LA, San
Francisco, Seattle, Hawaii and New
~ York through fellowship, celebrating
'} | the Eucharist and daily meetings to
|| learn about the effort made by the
[ national church and local minis-
tries. I was not aware of other Japa-
nese American ministries but gained
an increasing importance of them. I
was so happy to actually experience
what the Good Samaritan Church is
doing including Mahjong and other
Japanese card games offered to the
local elderly people. I felt a necessi-
ty of this yearly meeting to support
and acknowledge the significance of each ministry. [ was also happy
to be able to lead the singing of Taize songs at one of the meetings.

One of my reflections was the importance of acknowledging
the identity of us, Japanese Americans and Japanese through our histo-
ries in the US including the most recent history for both, Japanese
Americans and Japanese. I believe that this is especially meaningful to
the young people. At the same time, I felt a goal of the ministry differ-
ent to the Japanese Americans and to the Japanese. I suggest the na-
tional church provide good amount of budget to nurture these minis-
tries as part of the commitment from the lager Church.

Ipersonally would like to be involved with the presentation of
each ministry in sharing the unique nature of all of us.
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Priest, Poet, New Board Member
Rev. Stephen Holton

1 '%.“( { Stephen Holton, author of Haiku for the
4 'Road is a man of few syllables. Like

; ¥ many of the poets of the Haiku form, Ste-
| H'dlkll phen Holton conveys a monk-like sereni-
‘v [ i 'tl Ly Unlike his predecessors, however, he
™ 0) X l(, - comes out of Christian and not a Buddhist
Roﬁaé' tradition.
: - Zen Buddhism and its interest in koan,
7T RS the riddles or paradoxes of life, is actually
.o what attracted Stephen to this poetic art
fi’l(:)x‘il')l“(‘)h\? - form while at General Theological Semi-
.= nary. During morning prayer, he found
" . himself “arranging words like puzzle
pieces” in the traditional 5-7-5 Haiku
style. This interplay of words, meaning
+ and placement turned into a daily person-
| al ritual and then gradually found an audi-
ence. Not only has he published Haiku for
the Road but he also is to be found on social media, particularly his
Facebook page where he posts his latest word play. “I see haiku-singly
and as a collection-as a natural extension to the work I did at General,
making the faith accessible and nourishing to anyone of any back-
ground. Sometimes they are prayerful, sometimes a ‘snapshot’ of a
moment in time. A personal favorite is: ‘I wait politely/Couple kissing
in the door/This may take awhile.”

MJM is fortunate to have Stephen Holton on its board. His fa-
ther was stationed in Nagoya as a consular official and Stephen’s early
days in Japan stayed with him. Having been an occasional supply
priest for MJM over the past thirty years, Stephen recently accepted an
invitation to be on the board. After 35 years as a parish priest, he is
now semi-retired, while pursuing Ecumenical and Interreligious dia-
logues for the Episcopal Diocese of New York. He worships at a Quak-
er Meeting  Yesterday, as this article was being written, Steve post-
ed this haiku. “The Lord said to me/It is good that you are here/Take
the space you need.” On behalf of MJM, it is good you are here.

Haiku for the Road is published by Rivertowns Books
and can be purchased through Amazon.

Jesus said, “Break a stick, and there | am.”
The Book of Thomas

A JOYFUL REUNION IN TOKYO

By Akiko Watanabe

This past July, a memorable reunion of MJM members from
Tokyo and New York took place in Tokyo. Despite the scorching
summer heat, the members joyfully gathered to visit their beloved
Tsuru-san, demonstrating their strong bonds of friendship and love.
The day began with everyone meeting at the nearest station to Tsuru-
san's home. They purchased a delightful sushi lunch from the re-
nowned Midori-zushi and made their way to her house, walking un-
der the shade of sun umbrellas. Participants included Tsuru Hiroshi-
ma, Kyoko Toyama (visiting from New York), Sonoko Abe, Matsumi
Miura, Eiko Uematsu, Megumi Yagyu, and Akiko Watanabe, making
this reunion truly special.

The gathering started with everyone sharing updates and ex-
changing their latest news. As they enjoyed their sushi lunch, laughter
and animated conversations filled the room. The joy of reconnecting
was so overwhelming that at times, their voices mingled, making it
hard to distinguish individual stories—such was the excitement of the
occasion!

A highlight of the reunion was the celebration of Tsuru-san's
93rd birthday. It is truly a testament to God’s grace that Tsuru-san
remains in good health and high spirits. The group took this oppor-
tunity to express their gratitude for her enduring presence and the
wisdom she continues to share with MJM members.

As one of MJM’s longest-standing members, Tsuru-san is
deeply respected and cherished. Her recollections of MJM’s early
days and the historical challenges faced by Japan and America have
always inspired those around her. Her life journey, from arriving in
America as an 18-year-old student, to working with Paul Rusch at
Kiyosato, contributing to the development of KEEP and her spiritual
walk in faith, offers lessons of courage, resilience, and faithfulness.
Time flew by as they enjoyed each other’s company, and with hugs
and promises to reunite next summer, the gathering came to a close. It
was, without a doubt, an unforgettable day—a testament to the endur-
ing bonds that unite the MJM family.

A heartfelt thank you to Tsuru-san for graciously opening her
home for this wonderful occasion.
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January 28th-Visit from former Mis- PR L 2 DI B DHANBHERL, N— 7 L— A THEO, MDiv. (FheAfE
sioner Faith Anthony (Yuki) from +) ZWET5FPETT,
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February 11th-Passing the Baton; KAV A F Y =2 b THHDHD%E  Yoko Marukawa visit New York from -
Commendation was given to David EIAEFTONELEL, BEIA
Eddy for many years of MJM leader- . TRETELDBEDOA R N THELTLSEISoTWVNET, BEROAL7-S
ship by Bishop Shin and incoming A EHRABERIED RLATHORET,
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March 1-3-Asian Caucus of Deputies
of Color Conference in Kentucky at-
tended by Kyoko Toyama.
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March 11th —Asia Sacred Music Con-
cert of Asian Musicians of the Diocese
of New York at the Church of the In-
carnation. Noriko Frank Suzuki,
Tomoko Masur and Shoji Mizumoto
participated in the concert. 2RAHE(
TOHERREDT7OT7HREBEERICLDHESR

= Yoko Marukawa visit New York




YALE DIVINITY SCHOOL
FOR SHOJI MIZUMOTO

Setting aside thirty years of banking, MJM’s own Shoji
Mizumoto embarked this August to Yale Divinity
School in New Haven, Connecticut. Three years from
now, Shoji will emerge with an M.Div. from Yale Di-
vinity School and Berkeley Seminary, the Episcopal
seminary within the Divinity School.

Many MJM members know Shoji as the accomplished
Shakuhachi player whose plaintive flute notes transport
one instantly, and un-mistakenly, back to Japan. He is
much more than one note, however. He has been ex-
tremely active and important to MJM not only in his
capacity as Treasurer for over ten years but as the head
technology officer who brought MJM through the pan-
demic and into the 21* century. He is an avid gardener,
who with his wife, Ikuko, have raised not only wonder-
ful vegetables but a world class violinist, their daughter
Manami, who has also played at many a MJM occasion.

Shoji says the academic rigor at Yale is something he
has not ever experienced before. “It’s a lot of hard work
- so much so for me that I can assure you I have never
had this much academic learning in my life.” This se-
mester he is taking: Hebrew Bible Interpretation; Histo-
ry of Early Christianity; Foundation of Christian Wor-
ship; New Testament Greek; Colloquium and

Annand Group Sessions (precursor to assignment of an
individual spiritual director).

Finals are in December as this Kiryusha goes to press.
Pray for one of MIM’s own
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March 31st-Easter-St. James the Less
4 Easter Egg Hunt. MUMEBI T v J/\>

Mar. 31st and April 20th-Mariko
Endo, member of MJM performed
both at an Easter Eve service at the
Cathedral and later at Symphony

Space. KEE (4 —X A2 —HIRAL
B) £+ =2—AR—X
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April 12th-Visit to Hiroko Yoshi-
kawa, MJM member in Virginia

and former NYC resident. "J 7 —
D THEESIIEBFIAEIM

May 10th- Service to commemorate
Florence Li Tim-Oi (1907- 1992), the first
Anglican female priest at the Cathedral
with Bishop Akiyama, the only Asian
American female Bishop and the Rev. Dr.
Fran Toy, the first Chinese American

female priest. FIXXHERNRIO—L
VR ) s TLEAOBEILE K
RETTOTREMEEHRE—SFUL
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MJM 2024 ACTIVITIES MJIM 2024 D jiE &

September 21-MJM attendees at Ken
David Masur’s NY Philharmonic

concert. ¥ ATV HAETK
Ta—3A— O XREXHAEEODI Y
H—FrZENNT 73 —EE

May 17th-Sonoko & Yutaka Abe
visiting NY and St. John the Di-
vine on the 10th Anniversary of
Bishop Shin’s installation as Bish-

op. VUEHDEHGFE10E
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October 10th—Nobel Peace Prize
Announcement awarded to Nihon
Hidankyo (Mr. Mimaki, Hiroshi-

ma Hibakusha on TV, who spoke
to us last fall, 2023. #EH1%/ —

June 23rd-NY Diocese at the Gen-
eral Convention-Louisville, Ken-
tucky; Kyoko Toyama attended as a

lay alternate deputy. 77 >3
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October 12th-Stony Point NY MJM
Retreat. A hk—=—7R4 > b T®D
MMZ 7 2 1) — &R

July 7th- JCON representatives at
Good Samaritan Church, Honolulu.
Mother Kim joined Tomoko Masur
and Kyoko Toyama at this annual
gathering. &£ %, YXTEFS
A, BIURFEADBNTATIT
HTF=JCONITMIMKE TR & L THIRE

July 27-Tokyo gathering of MJIM
alumni to honor Hiroshima Tsuru

birthday. BT TMIMDZEZE A M
£F Y. LEHBIADHH
£BEHMS

October 26th-Banquest Dinner after
the anniversary Service at the Church

of Our Savior. B8t EH SR
2ILEFEROMES




