MISSION STATEMENT

MJM is a ministry of the Episcopal Church of the United States and
Japan (Nippon Sei Ko Kai) to the Japanese people which seeks to be an
open, inclusive body providing spiritual care and support to all people
reflecting the spirit of Christ as it builds bridges between cultures.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Reflections On 2024 and 2025 As MJM Prepares for the Next Decade

Kyoko M. Toyama, President of MJM Board

Summer greetings! It has been another year and a half since our last is-
sue of Kiryusha, but much has happened since the previous edition. Each arti-
cle written by the various members of MJM for this issue attests to the fact
that, even after fifty years, MJM remains vibrant, dynamic, and alive.

In this edition of Kiryusha, you will discover how our ministries are
making an impact in four key areas: (1) Spirituality, (2) Pilgrimage and Histo-
1y, (3) Social Justice, and (4) Intercultural Missions. These activities and pro-
grams reflect the mission and spirit of MIM.

In the area of Spirituality, MJM has continued its long-standing
Oyatsu Time gatherings on Zoom for the past six years. Originally started dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic as a way to stay connected, these gatherings
have become an important opportunity for members from New York, Japan,
Texas, Ohio, and other locations to check in with one another. They have also
provided a meaningful space for former and current seminarians to reconnect
and build relationships.

For the past two years, MJM has also been blessed with enriching and
successful annual retreats at Holy Cross Monastery, led by the Rev. Dr. Dea-
con Iwao Asakura, a recent graduate of the Seminary of the Southwest, a mu-
sic educator, and a professional opera singer. Last year's retreat was filled
with music, while this year's retreat brought together many young Christian
participants, making both gatherings spiritually enriching and memorable.

Japanese-language gathering at the Cathedral has become a vibrant
and valued presence, fostering its own community while welcoming graduate
students, visitors to New York, and others passing through the city. The group
is now in its second cycle of Words of the Stars, written by Fr. Harusaku, a
Roman Catholic priest.

In the area of Pilgrimage and History of Learning, a group from
Japanese and Japanese American churches in the Episcopal Church visited the
sites of the early Christian communities including hidden Christians in Naga-
saki, the Goto Islands, as well as the Atomic Bomb Museums in Nagasaki and
Hiroshima. It became important for people in Japan and in the US to learn
about the history of Japanese Americans through articles published here.
Through this pilgrimage, participants learned about the devastating impact of
nuclear weapons and renewed their commitment to peace and social justice.

I was also fortunate to visit the sites associated with the ministry
among the Ainu people in Hokkaido, carried out by the missionaries John and
Louisa Batchelor and their adopted daughter, Yaeko. This visit offered a
meaningful opportunity to reflect on their legacy and the history of Christian
mission in Japan.

[Continued p. 36]

(FOEHLBEZEZOLT !

MIMDRXD 1 0 FIZ [T 722024 ~2025FE DB ZHE D K- T |
ARaRY AP A== =R N —HERE~Y 7wl

LOEESKVIZRVELEN., HEBEDLVHD FHA
23 B [F884 (Kiryusha) J| OFITNE, B b —FENBE £
L7z, ZOf, MIMTIZERIZZ OHkFERHY £ LT, SEIOFIC
FEOLNTZMIMA VN2 LB FNENORHEIT. MIMAAINLS04F
ZHZ LD ETHERE, EHCHD., x5 T 5 ILFE
ThbHI EEWiE->TWET,

AETlE. MIMOB X NEOIISOSEICBNTED X HICEB S
TWD0E TR LET,

O AV F=27VT 0 () © KLILEFESE @ Ffn -
HEFR @ BYULEH
INHDEENE T u T AT, MIMOf A BEARIZE L TWD H D
<7,

AV F 2T VT 4 DOHFTIE, MIMIZZ D64, ZoomiZ
X2 TBo% A L) kL TEFE Lz, Billan ) oA L REY.
JEOFATHIZ, BEVWDOENRESNHEIHE L THREST-ZDHEF
DiZ, BIECE==2—3—7, HA, 7FH A, X un=7 F
INA F I ERHNIND A U N— ]S ERIC D72 D KU ek L 7o
TWET, F7o, R E I LT 2 CIEFSR O E DAL 2 1
DDHGTH > TWET,

S B, ZO2EMIFF—Y — 7 g AMEEFZIZEB VT, MIMOER Y
M) —FEBEETLHIZENTEE L, HEHIZ, YU AT = X M
FIREBEINTE - A ERIE T, MAEEEIITREEETH
D, 7BOFXTHFETHLHY 3, FRITFERIZOSNTEENRY
MU —=hZ2ENTLEEY, SHEEFZLDOENT VAT v o H 200

L. EBE68EDZNVENRENERDE LT,

Fio, KRERETITHONL TN D HAGEOEWL, 4 TlEREE
BT HEERBEO—2 LR ZTHAKD —DOHFERE LT
ELTWET, KERAES= 2 —I— 7 2N DITE 7 EHIENL
W2 ANTWET, BIFEL, I MY v 755 - BIEAMRLIZL D T2
D EIL] FRIERAK AT E, FERVOENLHATED £
T, ZOEWNL, BIROEHDOENEB L, e TR0 A
LEDTLELDLTHEZDLIEERGER->TEY, AVWDOKIEEZ B,
ANEDOEDRLE LA LD HLEWVWRR L, BT HKEMEO, T D4EJE
ZE HIGHT D~ E L CWEJ, (Continued Page 37)



BRI EHE M E DDBAY

BB EH L IS & OO EFClE, BASUbE B, F7-H
WA A~ENTHEE 2, HINEERAE L TR TEE Lz, 2025
FEARICE, ~A—=THEFESADa—FT 42— MNIED N VD
F—b e A UVEAS TR INT: [y s FT— (1Y,

A, FEER) I SADOMMOEREZLZIMLUE LTz, £7245%4H
IZiE, BNV FREENE DY v Xy - T—IC B W TR KB IS & P
LE L, ZOFMKHEINV—T1L, £O% 5 HlATbhvica 774
T REROT—L A - C s TRy — ) THOIRR G &
ZHIL, EEEZITVE LT,

T2, MIMOD A 23— %, KEBERETITON =T 79dels s Va—r X
FLAILEER L OAAPL (7 U7 % - KEEEREER) FLEEICEB W T, B
FRORT T 4T E LTEMELE LT, 72, SNEPER - S5
(AARDENAEZBHE) ORAISLIS0EEZ AT H T T A Nl
REEREECTRHMEEL, MMbLbZNEEL, FRARETHLTF v
=T =T U4 VT AR EHOWE AR A LE LT,
ZO—FEFERVIRD L, A2 BMToTEL—D—DODIFEIC T 2
7T A, FSIIMIMOEMZEDOLDEELRLTND Z LD TRD
MENET, FIUIR L TEARATIT R, MIMBEALEZ ST TWAE T
HE I TRWELED, BABEZFET T X TOAL, ZHISHER S
AXIZHEDED, 10 LITE 2@ L CTHOMEIE 2 T2 L DIE
LTbHHY £,
BAFEZIZIIMIMAINISOEAE L WO RERFEEZAXET, Zhunbd
FI=BHiE, ZO@E 2RO EZITHES, R L EREZFEL L
BT TEND F9,

~NT T A A~DFM105E24~258i 13, [BEEBWTVERET LI HW
WOy, HICEFLZ L2900 TEARLARWN] EFAZBICEID T
WEF, ZoAZLIFIF, BEHFEER» SN, G235 2 & 2D
pLldic, EMoRESLEMME HRiET 52 &id, —ATRES
TRAVWILEHZTVWET, AVICHIEF LAV, XxHWRE 54
DHFEROFICZ 2, MIZFAZ b 2BV, RO TLEI DT,

EomrExEd, Zoa=—7RdREEO—-BE LT, ERENICE
ZONTEGEANLENRL, EHICHATLIESWNWET I IfE-T
B EF,
FIT R0,

BAHIOE

MIM® ¥ ) }&
WHEF T
o o7
Ly iz ky
TzeohTH
WET, 1
NH b5 &
O fRERICE

DITEEN IR £ 98k, TR AE BB

ﬁbi‘j‘o

BEOBEERIIFE 4 LB OS5 CK
[ R ) [ A— A TIThba T
£, FINLTHLEMTEETD
T, ZHFLEOFIIMIMOEBFFETD
KT X,

FHECTIIER, BEREEZHEELT
BOET, AX—20HAE L, FEY
A4 XF FEEOIN—VINESL LD
WCBBEWE LET, BRIXEA—ICT

BEY TS,

mjm.ny@mindspring.com

MIMA 7 4 ATl FRe D[], 435

BBV ETOTITERT I,
AW %1 28— 30F
EiE% 5914 723-6118

KIRYUSHA STAFF
Editor David Eddy
Translators- Akiko Watanabe
Kyoko Toyama

Logistics: Aya Shimada

Announcements

We appeal to you for con-
tinued financial support. Your
support and contributions are vi-
tal to the operation of our minis-
try and the distribution of the
Kiryusha. Whether your donation
is large or small, it is your inter-
est and support that allows MJM
to continue to serve Christ
through our ministry.

We have an online sys-
tem to receive pledges and dona-
tions. Please scan the QR code or
go to the following link to make
your donation. http://
www.mjmny.org/Donations/
donate.html

Come join our monthly bible
study on the 4th Satruday at 5
p.m. (US EST) on Zoom. Please
inquire at the MJM website of
mjm.ny@mindspring.com

KIRYUSHA welcomes all arti-
cles and photos with the under-
standing that not all submissions
will be printed. Because of our
format, we encourage shorter ra-
ther than longer articles. Your

The MIJM office is open on
Mondays from 12:30 to 3:30
p.m. Messages can be left at any
time during the week and will be
returned on Monday. Phone
number is 914 723-6118.


http://www.mjmny.org/Donations/donate.html
http://www.mjmny.org/Donations/donate.html
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2024-2025 In Pictures
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1/6/2025 Visit to NSKK Provincial Office to meet with the Rev. Jessie Shinichi Yahagi,

general Secretary to request support for upcoming JCON trip to the diocese of Kyu-
shu (Fukuoka and Nagasaki) and Kobe (Hiroshima)
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2024-2025 In Pictures

3/7/2025 Hibakusha Talk at St. Thomas Episcopal Church. jointly sponsored by
MJM and EAST : Mrs. Masako Wada (Nagasaki Hibakusha); Jiro Hamasumi
(Hiroshima Hibakusha) from Nihon Hidankyo. Rt. Photo-Setsuko Thurlow, a Hiro-
shima Hibakusha in wheeled chair and Bishop Shin i
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3/27/2025 Rikkyo School’s Brass Band (Junior and High School) 150" Anniversary
concert at the cathedral VI ZK - BRO 75 230 ¥ 150 FETRSKRE
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4/20/2025 Easter Service at the Cathedral with Bill McKeown, Isaiah and Sarah

KEETDA —RZ—LFEWBEF v _VicT (L =oFa—v, AF

4/27/2025 All Saints in Harrison - Japan Day Festival coordinated
by Tomoko Masur

NY YV OREERETDOIY v XNy T —« 72 AT 43V (BEeEE0~XT
BEFXAa—T 42—, MIMA VN —%EHEEICSM)



May to June 2025

5/26/2025 Japanese Cathedral gathering sending off students to the world
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6/1/2025 Trinity Art Institute — collaboration between Trinity’s Movement Choir
and New York Taiko Aikokai (NYTAK) at St. Paul’s Chapel, Trinity Church
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PRESIDENT’S REFLECTIONS 2024/2025 (CONTINUED)

This year's Leadership Retreat of the Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and
Pacific Islander (AANHPI) community took place in Seattle and Olympia as a pil-
grimage to sites that bear witness to the history of exclusion, discrimination, and in-
justice experienced by Asian Americans. Although it was a painful journey, it re-
newed our commitment to dismantling racism and all forms of discrimination
through prayer, the Eucharist, education, and action. By visiting a former detention
center and wearing T-shirts bearing the words, "Let It Not Happen Again," we reaf-
firmed our resolve to work for justice, healing, and reconciliation.

In the area of Peace and Social Justice, in addition to our pilgrimage to the
sites where the atomic bombs were dropped in Japan, we had the privilege of hearing
firsthand testimonies from hibakusha (atomic bomb survivors) representing Nihon
Hidankyo, the Nobel Peace Prize—winning organization. They shared their experienc-
es at St. Thomas Episcopal Church last year and again at Cathedral House this past
April. Their powerful witness deepened our understanding of the human cost of nu-
clear weapons and strengthened our commitment to peace.

We were also grateful to welcome Tomoya Nishira, a Ph.D. student at the
University of Virginia and a recent graduate of the Community at the Crossing at the
Cathedral. Drawing on both his doctoral research and his personal experiences, he
gave an illuminating presentation on "the culture wars, Christianity, and the queer
movement." His thought-provoking talk reminded us of the importance of listening to
marginalized communities and of our responsibility as Christians to stand with those
on the margins. We also appreciated his inspiring homily during our retreat.

In the area of intercultural mission and engagement with the local commu-
nity, we continued to nurture and share Japanese culture through the arts and music.
In April 2025, we participated in Japan Day at All Saints Episcopal Church in Harri-
son, coordinated by Tomoko Masur. This past April, we also joined Japan Day at St.
Barnabas Episcopal Church, where a taiko group performed. The same taiko ensem-
ble was later invited to perform at the retirement celebration of the Rt. Rev. Law-
rence C. Provenzano of the Diocese of Long Island.

MJM members also participated as readers and volunteers at the Absalom
Jones and Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) services at the Cathedral. In
addition, we welcomed students from Rikkyo Junior and Senior High School (St.
Paul's School, an Episcopal boys' school in Japan) for a brass band concert at the
Cathedral celebrating the school's 150th anniversary. The concert also honored the
school's founder, Bishop Channing Moore Williams, an Episcopal missionary bishop.

As I reflect on this busy year and a half, I realize that every event and pro-
gram we have undertaken reflects the mission of MJM. While this may not be sur-
prising, it is a meaningful reminder that MJM has faithfully served the Japanese-
speaking community—both baptized and non-baptized people alike—through prayer,
fellowship, learning, and action. Together, we have sought to participate in God's
mission of reconciliation, justice, and peace.

Hebrews 10:24-25’s passage reminds us to consider how to stir up one an-
other to love and good works, particularly by not neglecting to meet together. It
strongly advises against the habit of isolating oneself from the church community but
highlights that spiritual growth and steadfastness are difficult to maintain alone.

As we look ahead to celebrating MJM's 50th anniversary in the coming
years, we remain committed to continuing this ministry for generations to come. I
hope that each of you will continue to be part of this unique community and share
your gifts in whatever way you are able.

Peace,
Kyoko Toyama-President



GRADUATIONS & CONGRATULATIONS IN 2026
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7/20/2025 MIJM’s retreat at Holy Cross Monastery

MIMDF—Y — - 7 ZEERTDY FY —F

Shuma Omiya, (L) )Maki Omiya's son - graduated from Stony Brook University;
(Top Ctr.) lwao Asakura graduated from the Seminary of the South West in Texas;
Tomoya Nishira, (Center) a member of the Community at the Crossing graduated
from a year long spiritual formation and commissioned for his ongoing ministry dur-
ing the evensong at the Cathedral. (R ) Father Stephen Holten became a grandfa-
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7/27/2025 The Rev. Deacon Pam and Iwao Asakura san visited MJM
gathering at the cathedral



8/24 Kyoko T.’s visit to historical churches and missionary’s work in Hokkaido:

St. Michael’s Church in Sapporo where Rev. Bev Tucker, David Eddy’s uncle served.
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John Batchelor Memorial Church (Date City, Usu area). John Batchelor was first sent
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under the auspices of the Church Missionary Society of the Church of England,
Batchelor lived from 1877 to 1941 among the indigenous Ainu communities in the

northern Japanese island of Hokkaido.
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JCON TRIP TO KYUSHU AND HIROSHIMA

At the Hiroshima Resurrection Church, man-
aged by Father So Takeuchi of the Diocese of
Kobe, there was a tea ceremony prepared by
members of the congregation, and we enjoyed
tea while savoring delicious tea sweets. Then,
in a third coincidence, one of the parishioners,
Miki Hamai, who had also served as the princi-
pal of the church’s kindergarten, turned out to
be a classmate of Kyoko Toyama from her To-
kyo high school (Rikkyo Girls’ School-St. Mar-
garet’s), and they were delighted to meet
again.
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10/19/2025 with the Most Reverend Dr. Hosam E. Naoum, the Anglican
Archbishop of Jerusalem (companion diocese of Tokyo) at the Cathedral
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Fudeko Ishii’s statue in Omura in Nagasaki where
the Chrisitan Daimyo existed. Fudeko, a wife of
Ryoichi Ishii, the founder of Takinogawa Gakuen,
was a pioneer of modern education for Japanese
.. girls, and one of the first founders of welfare for
people with mental disabilities in Japan. She was
a close friend of Umeko Tsuda (founder of Tsuda
University) and Kaishu Katsu (politician) and they
attended the same Episcopal Church in Akasaka.
This too was another coincidence, but Sonoko
Abe, who joined us from Tokyo, turned out to be a
graduate of Tsuda University. She said that it was

on this trip that she learned for the first time that
' Umeko Tsuda had been an Anglican believer.
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. Church of the Resurrection in Hiroshima JA S {E & # & E1E]

August to September 2025

9/8/2025 With Bishop Rowan Williams, a former Bishop of Canterbury; Dean
Winnie Varghese and Cannon Steven Lee with the members of the congregation

of St. Savior at the Bishop’s talk at Columbia University.
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JCON PILGRIMAGE TO KYUSHU & HIROSHIMA
October 9th, through 16th, 2025

October to December 2025

Holy Trinity in Fukuoka with Bishop Mark Takao Shibamoto and his parishioners and
The Rev. Mikio Ushijima at Holy Trinity Church in Nagasaki where Bishop Channing
Williams, the founder of Rikkyo Schools and later became the first bishop of NSKK.
By sheer coincidence, Father Ushijima had a chance reunion, having also spent time
in New York more than twenty years ago as one of the priests on an MJM sabbatical
program. Another coincidence was that the person serving as our tour guide and
interpreter on this trip turned out to be an alumnus of Rikkyo University. It felt like a
match arranged by fate, making it a truly astonishing journey.
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10/9-16/2025 JCON'’s pilgrimage trip to Kyushu and Hiroshima.
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12/25/2025 Christmas Service with Bishop Shin and Clare Mun at St. James the
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2/22/2026 Japanese Community Gathering Tea Time Talk by Tomoya Nishira,

“Weaving division back together: An anthropologist deciphers the puzzle of “being
oneself” through diverse Christian communal living”. Tomoya is a Ph.D. student
and a member of the Community at the Crossing at the Cathedral.
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3/22/2026 Monthly Japanese Gathering at the Cathedral to remember our
friend Yoshiko Nagai
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APRIL 2026

4.5.2026 Easter service with the Rev. Astrid Storm, celebrant and preacher at
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4/26/2026 2" Tea Time Talk by A bomb survivors from Hiroshima and Nagasaki
as part of the Japanese gathering at the Cathedral House. Speakers: Toshiko Ha-
manaka (Nagasaki Hibakusha) and Atsumu Yuzuki (Nagasaki) and Rina Nagaya and

Tomoya Nishira (translaters)
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A Collection of Japanese Proverbs and Sayings by Prov. Hitoshi Midzuka-
mi published in 1949 was one of my father’s favorite books. A newly minted Virgin-
ia Seminary graduate in 1950, he heeded the siren call of John Lloyd and volunteered
for missionary work in Japan after spending six months at the Yale Language School
with Bill Hefner, the father of another Kiryusha writer.

Of the over 20,000 proverbs and aphorism, Prof. Midzukami picked out
1256 commencing with “Abata mo ekubo” or “pockmarks look like dim-
ples” {English parallel-Love sees no faults” to “Zoku satte hariyumi” or * “To string
the bow after the thief is gone.” [English parallel -To lock the stable door after the
horse has been stolen.”

As Prof. Midzukami noted, the proverbs and sayings of a country are “a
mirror of the thoughts and sentiments of that nation.” William Eddy could not agree
more and his notebooks reveal his love and fascination with Japan and its people.

The Japanese that was taught at Yale language school in 1950 was the pre-
war Japanese. Being stationed up in Hokkaido, a backwater of Japan, the advent of
the Toyo kanji and other efforts to modernize came late. But come they did, and he
would often use kanji or phrases to his students at the Hokudai University that the
students in the late 60°s and early 70’s would have no clue about. There was a certain
pleasure in this.

Countries change. Country’s character change. Whether it is Japan or the
United States, the aphorisms and proverbs of the earlier generations, give a glimpse
into the soul of the genetic codes that shaped each county. —David Eddy
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GRANT UJIFUSA, 82, Dies
Lobbied for Redress for Japanese Americans

Grant Ujifusa, a book editor turned citizen
lobbyist who played a pivotal role in persuading
President Ronald Reagan to sign the Civil Liberties
Act of 1988 — offering a formal apology and finan-
cial reparations to Japanese Americans imprisoned
during World War II — died on October 21 in Lafa-
- yette Hill, Pennsylvania. He was 82. The cause was
pulmonary fibrosis, according to his son Steven.

Though neither he nor his family were in-
terned, Ujifusa was deeply moved by the injustice
suffered by the 110,000 Japanese Americans forci-
bly relocated during the war. Drawing on his politi-
cal knowledge as a co-founder of The Almanac of
American Politics, he used his connections to help
rally bipartisan support for redress legislation.

A turning point came when Ujifusa orches-
trated the delivery of a poignant letter to Reagan from the sister of Kazuo Masuda, a
decorated Japanese American soldier whose hometown had refused to bury him be-
cause of his ancestry. Reagan had personally honored Masuda in 1945 and, reminded
of that speech, ultimately signed the bill — offering $20,000 and a national apology
to surviving internees.

While others contributed to the redress movement, Ujifusa’s political savvy
and persistence were widely recognized. In 2012, he was awarded the Order of the
Rising Sun by the Japanese government.

Born in Wyoming in 1942 to Japanese immigrant farmers, Ujifusa graduat-
ed from Harvard and edited for leading publishers including Houghton Mifflin and
Random House. He lived in New York and later in Pennsylvania. He is survived by
his wife, Amy, three sons, two grandsons, and a sister.

“l was crying,” he once said of hearing former internees’ testimonies.
“That’s when I knew I had to get involved.”

In August 1988, Mr. Reagan signed the reparations bill, known as the Civil
Liberties Act, which said that the reparations were justified to “discourage the oc-
currence of similar injustices and violations of civil liberties in the future.”

“I was the first to get a call from the White House once President
Reagan had made the decision to sign the redress bill,” Mr. Ujifusa said in an
interview with a publication of his retirement community.

MAY 2026

May 9, 2026 - Asian American Pacific Islanders (AAPI) service - “Dignity
and Hope: Commemorating the 80t Anniversary of the closing of the last
internment camp; Tule Lake” at the Cathedral. Canon John Kitagawa, 3rd
generation clergy and the Board Chair, Episcopal Coalition for Racial Equi-
ty and Justice preached. "Gaman is a way of life that perseveres through
hardship towards a better day for the collective". His father the Rev. Dr.
Daisuke Kitagawa, born in Taiwan and educated at Rikkyo University and
Central Seminary in Tokyo was a Civil Rights and Anti-Racism Activist after
moving to the US ministered in various parishes, starting in Seattle but
eventually in the Japanese Internment Camps.
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MAY 2026

On line service on May 10, 2026 — preacher the Rev. Ken Takahashi, Ko-
ganei Seikokai in the diocese of Tokyo .
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# Maki Omiya

«1ll Makoto Uematsu

July 12th, 2026 Service with Bishop Uematsu was well attended with over 18
participants world wide. 202647 A 1 2 H O E# A2 BB L TOAF T A
Y OFLFRITITH R AN B8/ UL EOSIME N> T TEIWE LT,

77V vV I7VEK (828%)
Btk ;s HRT X ) AAN~DEEZ KD 5:E8) % 8

7o vy 7Y RIE, HRERES D O T RIGER~ L L,
o R - L— A KIHIC1988FE TR A HEICE S ¢ 5 D ICEHE &% H
ERELIZANYTT, CoEEF, BB ICNAFT~E bz H
BT AV AN L, ANRABHTEE RN REELZEDLZ DT LE, 7Y
73 KIF10H21H, v AR=TMNIF 7742y b - e A THRELEL
7oo 82K T L 7z FERNIMARMEE C. BT DA T 4 — 7 VIRBHL2ICL %
L7,

RFEPUNEFTIC AN O NIRRT T 2> o 72D DD G 5l
BEIEONZMTADOHRT A ) A ADBZ T =AEHICEL LEIT -7
7Y 7 KIE, BURHIEEE» L, HRT AV A2 AGEEZED bipartisan 32
Fraor sz, AMREEFEL £ L7k,

L o 2DlE, VY TIRAXE - = F XD b L —H VK
G CICRBIN A TFREZ BT 22 8 CLlz, Y X 3BINOHZHERT A
VAN, MR E b ICHELER L AT, LAV
131945 I~ X AARICHEL TH Y., 2o Bl L TREIIC
ERICELLE L, Thic kY, EFEEICH L T$20,0000fifE & E5E L L
TOHFEFREEINE L/,

i DRARE D HHEES ICEBRL £ L7225, v ¥ 7% D BUAIEL &
KX ZECED LN L, 20124F, HRIZHAKF» SHHE 2 &
nNFE L7z,

19RFICT A A I v VM THEBROBROET L L ThEENLY
CT7HE, N A= FR¥EERBEL, F—b V- ITVVYRTVELANAT R
REFEAHH CIREFE 2D E Lz, =2 —3— 2FEEHR, v
=TMICBELE L, EOT I—, 3ADET. 2ADFH., WAREFL TV
E I

[FAZPLNT W 72] & RIBTTINAE OIS 2o & %
Eot, [ZoW, FAEFESLATNERSL RV EE 2]

198848 H., L —H v RMfEIZ TR BlE] LMEh 2 BEER
WCEHL LTz, CoBRIR, BED MR AR ERSLTROBHOIRER
Mitkd 2720 EX{bEhn s LI L TWwi,

(L= KR EERICEL T ORER T LR, v 4 ¢
NI AP ORYICEFEZ T -DEFFATLZ] &, 7Y 7 HKILBHE =



ILEDHEBETH D,
YHLEBIR CTH o I EFRD 92K THE

10 ROBEICAEDOFETBHIE T2 EEIENR, Zok, FECDE-
TP L B2 f A CE AR 7 IK25, 12 A 15 H. 2 Y 744 =T
~V—F T - LADHETHELE LA, 92 HETLAE, HLDETF.
==V s HRVR R Z DI TEZR L £ L7z,

19458 H6H ., 13O/ I AR, IWEOEHZHR L T4t
LD~ ANTL”z, D 357D 1 ICHED KGR AW, REICDHZIFAE b
UM ACT&FE Lz, 1955 F, id TEBDLiizb] o—HE LT
KENCHEY T L2, 2OV —T13, BEFHNZZT 2720 ICKkEICH» N
72 25 ADHEWKELEL THRIN TR L, Lid, kb oER
FHL 2 FREEIR, / —~v - WAV AEKOREDOD L TEL LT L7,
0%, WLIZADDEFICH R VY KO 4HiI T T L 72,

WRIAIZ, BArEESZERL, BRBFORA L I 2 AL ITIEZ
2 LICHEEERETE L, 1980F, LI KkELRECT ek en
TELEITEALTWI LR AL AHEME DL LEEY F L7,
WL DOEC»TH Y RO NMOIESIE, FY b AreArbHEE T, K
JEWIERICEZE L2, 20—BELT, fikii=a—a—7HioEKT
(WIEFH AT — Y —] OEHICHEED Y F L7z,

Wiz EEO RE» BEOPF & Lz, thFEzr7dszeT
WLARHLELA, £/, [F74 T4/ TI7v oL fv] D
F¥aAvaz)—iclHiiliL, [RYDXy R ] —FF&EPRE % FRIMICE
W2 HEEHEZ L FiE—THOLNE L2,

WL LFDLDTL] &, "Iy« A=) —X%BELT
W el FrH Y v - FYNVFRRE L, [ TEWITELL
i, FHBFA=H eIichH VT X 5ic] &,

FHEY - VT alFETE2ADFBREELCEL ARD T LA,

19564E11H. HA~NDIRETH v 75 v R ICHIER, H Y 7+
N=TMNFv=T4D [FA4ALX - HE¥y ] et L, FiiicRE s
ERBLAICLTCWE RO D, TAYAEBLLES LEEVE L -,

(A2 BARLICHYTLE] LHFRRFELE, Rk o7
RGBT, &, FrErTLERTEET, |

WAl —BRY ., ZLCHIMAELE, [HH, THD HIEFITH > T
Y FRA, |

PERSALDHEW KEEfC

2025 (M J MICESTREREHADFLRY I, ZNEHROBESTHE L
B (HE5-LWDE) SALIOTERLEL, HRSARRETFYAOEEMHE
BROMFBRETHY ., KRED6AICCEEDFENDH T,

HEIALOHEEWNE2024FE 05 B ([CKEZE (The Cathedral Church of St. John
the Devine) C{THNEM J MEMED " Japanese Community Gathering at the Ca-
thedral”(Z

Z1-F-IANRITCOLLTWEERBSAN BARICKEZDNL VY -2ZEICLRY., &
FUICBMENIENBIAFY EL, MRITOAT I1- VAR B R TIEEA LD
ZE FEEEBELRIENSBARICESANE 4 HEHEZZ1-3-JTBII LR
Y. MI MOEFYICSIMTERDRZE, BEZELELE, ZNLUE, BiBSAREEARRE
BOBPOIIALILSIIL. M) MAVNR-EDFHRZRERD TS LPVELE, ZLT T
EEFDIVI-V IV TEMI MTHEEVEWEDTHHKZEZ T 7TACYR - BER
ZLTKEETOERYICTIBEEENT I LBYELT,

DIVEN

7E19BN501A2B THEBIRZ1-I-VORF T V- (CHBEE+F2REERT (CTY
RU-bEITVWELT, MATEYFEHIZEV TV, ELWRICEIN., U222V ETEE
ERE AREBIEEE LI, BELTOANOEEELIEOTIN, BALZ1-3-JT
1 BHWMEERTHZIEDIETLE, ZNHERASDIEEREIIELRZESTLE,
F—HBRHEAESAOETICKYAVIYT-Vay, S EEOEMOER. ZLTEHD
HEALFETITOEROEBZNMMTONELE, I73V7 - BFSADET/ICEDE, =LV
N-EZ-DMEEBRAICTANELE, T4 -DRIIN-FT-L%T20%ERLACLTNE
BTN, ZOEERDI-ILT, TD7:50PMHISZEADS:30AMETIE[EEFRD
B ZEBISTE O TBYELE, T-LED AP VWNDEBWELED, [ENCEEEE]
EWSEBFERI-ILOBE, BALHETCAERIZAENSEEERIZATRKRITTEELD
F-LlFLomWEELAFELE,

BDHREFIEFROBF | Z2SFUEBNSEREZEY, Z0EICIITONEELOATLEHY
OREZBEIL. BOMBREZCALEFEETHERBILFECSIWELE L, REBESHL
DIEELDAEEEOMEDHTOEERDELSCESEL:, HICRVEHSOHE
hh3EHWELELE, EEFROILECHKEN T MIMOILEEITTVELE, ZOFLER
[FEEFELERETLE, BFSAOET/ICEDE. BTHOTDEZ DR EEH
BTEREBESLWILEFEBYELE, ZOREBIOBERICEWTULT 1 —(F BDEF
RICERZERBEVEBOES)EFEENEARRKTHNETF-DXAZ1-[CHHTEIY
FEIEZELE, T-IIICHERSNRBBEBEERY 1-LAEE N EEICRZEDTLE,
COEERDFHORIIIODEBEVENDSINHIFONET , BALIEERODI1ZY
JCIHMEERRELICHZZ1-T-I T T IS AORBEL R OFAEICLZEDTI NS,
ESXTEHYET A BB 4 EFICLE1H 3 EDLLEFEL BRBILEFL LSV
ORISR TYRAF v THREMREIRYIRY., #TY)ERDP TRPH A LZEE
WVRIZEDTEEEELREDERYELE,

el V= -




BETOERYIFTA7THICITVEL ., TRRTFAELTE>TVWR 2 EFELY b
N21&7-VNICEVELU, REZOFrARIVICTESEDfN ] 25tALE., BTZ
NZNOBVWPREZHRE, ZLTEHASADY-FTRBLTYOTERVK L, 20
BEIBXFEBBLERERALNS, HESMOH 4 DB RN, &EEH
BEADMICESI—ATREEMICLTWNS RRHIHIANNSLEIENS, BHRESA
EHTHEAICTITYEBFEWNT 3L BYVELTL, B ADII BADIRDE 4 [H
HFEFEITE, ZLWKBEHRBTEILNTEXLE,

MJ MEEABSADKEERETELWN, ZLTERRLBELBIIILNTE
Iz, BIEMFE REIIHYNEITETVELE,

(BfRR) HIAIART XV R
~BEVIZR-T2% H9H D
LEELSLZENTLLES

TWET, 20254EFKiICc 2 —
~DERE~DFHKBE

(D% 2 7—<¢&
LV —R%E#2E

L7,

SHIGEKO SASAMORI
Hiroshima Survivor and Peace Advocate, Dies at 92

Shigeko Sasamori, who survived the atomic bombing of Hiroshima as a
teenager and went on to become a lifelong advocate for peace and nuclear disarma-
ment, died on December 15 at her home in Marina del Rey, California. She was 92.
Her son, Norman Cousins Sasamori, confirmed her passing.

At just 13, Sasamori was among students clearing streets in Hiroshima when
the U.S. dropped the atomic bomb on August 6, 1945. Severely burned across a third
of her body, she endured years of pain and trauma. In 1955, she came to the U.S. as
one of the “Hiroshima Maidens,” a group of 25 young women brought for reconstruc-
tive surgery. She stayed with the family of Norman Cousins, a peace activist who
arranged their medical care, and later named her son after him.

Rather than harbor bitterness, Sasamori devoted her life to educating others
about the horrors of nuclear war. “I have a mission to tell people that this should not
happen again,” she told the U.S. Senate in 1980. Her soft-spoken but powerful testi-
mony reached audiences from Capitol Hill to classrooms, including through her work
with Hibakusha Stories in New York City high schools.

She worked as a nurse’s aide for much of her life, finding healing in caring
for others. She also appeared in documentaries such as White Light/Black Rain, and
became known for her “angry dance” — a way of teaching young people to channel
their emotions peacefully.

“She was all heart,” said
Kathleen Sullivan, who worked with
her through Hibakusha Stories. “She’d
say, ‘Be kind to each other. Peace be
with us.””

Shigeko Sasamori is survived
by her son and two grandchildren.

In November 1956, while in
San Francisco on her way home to
Japan, she told The Times-Gazette of
San Mateo, Calif., that she was eager
to return home, but that she would
miss the United States.

“The people have been so
kind,” she said. “I am so happy
about what has happened to me. I
can use my hands now.” She paused
and then added, “Oh, but there
mustn’t be any more war.”

-Michael Heffner



SHUNTARO TANIKAWA

Popular Poet and Translator of ‘Peanuts,” Dies at 92

Shuntaro Tanikawa, Japan’s most be-
loved and widely read poet for over 70 years,
died on November 13, 2024 in Tokyo at age
92. A perennial contender for the Nobel Prize
in Literature, he was a revered figure not only
in literary circles but also among the general
public, known for his poignant, whimsical, and
deeply human poetry.

Tanikawa published over 60 poetry col-
lections starting with Alone in Two Billion
Light Years (1952), eschewing traditional
forms like haiku for free verse that expressed
the quiet, fleeting moments of daily life. His
work, often humorous and melancholy, resonated with readers across
generations, capturing the essence of loneliness, curiosity, and emo-
tional subtlety.

He was also well known for translating Peanuts comic strips
and Mother Goose rhymes into Japanese, helping to embed characters
like Snoopy into Japanese popular culture. His skillful translations
contributed to the immense popularity of Peanuts in Japan, and he even
wrote the lyrics for the theme song of the Astro Boy anime.

Born in Tokyo in 1931, Tanikawa never attended college and
stumbled into poetry without formal ambition. Encouraged by his phi-
losopher father, he found early success with the help of poet Tatsuji
Miyoshi. His work has since been translated into over 20 languages.

Tanikawa’s legacy includes his poetic exploration of everyday
experience and his contributions to cross-cultural understanding. He is
survived by his daughter, son, stepson, grandchildren, and great-
grandson. When asked how to write poetry, his advice was simple:
“Find a poem you like.”

“Mpy poetry is the expression of a moment rather than of history,”
he said in a 1998 interview with the Australian literary journal Southerly.
“I often say this: The novel captures events within a certain time frame, but
poetry, I believe, cuts through life to reveal a cross section of experience.”

Encounter with Mr. Iwao Asakura
by Maki Omiya

The year 2025 has proven to be a year of abundant blessings for MIM, made possible
through the encounter with Mr. Iwao Asakura, whom we met by God’s guidance. Mr.
Asakura is currently a seminarian at the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Texas and is expected to graduate in June of next year.

Our introduction to Mr. Asakura took place in May 2024 during the “Japanese Com-
munity Gathering at the Cathedral,” hosted by us, MJM at The Cathedral Church of
Saint John the Divine. While visiting New York on personal travel, he happened upon
the Cathedral’s events calendar and found the Japanese gathering and decided to at-
tend the gathering. He later shared that his travel plans had originally not been sched-
uled for the end of the month; however, due to an unexpected change, he found him-
self in New York on the fourth Sunday of May — an adjustment that allowed him to
join our event.

Since that blessed encounter, Mr. Asakura has continued participating in our “Oyatsu
Time” and has deepened his relationships with MJM members. In time, he expressed
a desire to complete his pre-graduation internship with MJM, and thus in July he be-
gan joining us for our retreat, bible study and the Japanese Community Gathering at
the Cathedral.

Retreat at Holy Cross Monastery

From July 19, we participated in a one-night, two-day retreat at Holy Cross Monas-
tery in Poughkeepsie, New York. We had long heard about this monastery, quietly
nestled in a beautiful forest, and were delighted finally to gather there. According to
one of the brothers, this is the oldest monastery in New York — something that sur-
prised us even more, when we learned it belongs to the Episcopal Church.

On the first day, under Mr. Asakura’s leadership, we had an orientation, shared our
statements of faith, and practiced the hymns we would sing at Sunday service the next
day. With Ms. Noriko Frank’s piano accompaniment, beautiful harmonies filled the
monastery.




We had been looking forward to playing board games after dinner, however, due to
the monastery’s rule of observing the “Great Silence” from 7:50 pm until 8:30 am the
next morning, we thought we might have to give up on games altogether. However,
adopting our own rule of “quiet voices only,” we could enjoy the games with satis-
faction — covering our mouths and keeping our excitement as subdued as possible.

The next morning, we ate breakfast while keeping the silence and then joined the
brothers for their time of prayer, followed an hour later by Sunday service in the
chapel. We were astonished by the beauty of the hymns sung a cappella by the broth-
ers. Singing with them, we felt like our hearts were being renewed and washed in
peace. After the monastery’s service, we held MIM’s own service — morning prayer
service centered on music. Accompanied by Noriko’s piano, we were able to offer a
wonderful service that reflected the results of our practice the previous day.

Following the service, we enjoyed a meal that the monastery refers to as “dinner” —
because, according to their tradition, no meat is eaten during the evening meal. The
dishes set on the table brought smiles to everyone’s faces, both in quality and in vol-
ume. One reason for the monastery’s excellent reputation is its food, which is pre-
pared by chefs from one of New York’s top culinary schools located nearby.

The three daily prayer services with the brothers, followed by our own Sunday ser-
vice, gave us a precious opportunity to reflect on the meaning of being Christians.
Immersed in prayer and song, we were able to regain a sense of peace within our
hearts.

Gathering at The Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine

Our gathering at the Cathedral was held on July 27. For July, we chose “To touch” as
our theme of the month, inspired by the “Star Words” text we have been using. After
reading the part, “To touch” from the text in the cathedral chapel, we shared our indi-
vidual thoughts and reflections. Then, under Mr. Asakura’s guidance, we spent time
in silent meditation and sang prayer songs.

Afterward, we moved to the parish hall, where we enjoyed tea and introduced our-
selves. Since in addition to Mr. Asakura, Ms. Asumi Yazawa who majored in vocal
music was also present, we requested them to perform a duet. Everyone clapped
along to the beautiful selection of Japanese songs they sang, and we were able to
share a joyful and memorable time together.

MIJM was able to have a joyful and truly meaningful summer by Mr. Asakura’s warm
smile and beautiful singing voice. We are deeply grateful to you, Seminarian Asa-
kura.

(P.S.)

Even after returning to Texas, Mr. Asakura has continued to lead a four-session bible
study series starting in September. The final session of the series will be held on Sat-
urday, December 27, we plan to conclude with Romans chapter 8 on the theme of
“God’s Love”.
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Houston later wrote essays and fiction, including Beyond Man-
zanar and The Legend of Fire Horse Woman. Though often reluctant
to revisit the past publicly, she participated in commemorative events
to preserve the memory of internment for future generations.

She is survived by her three children and a brother. Her hus-
band passed away in 2009.
Ms. Houston was reluctant to attend commemorative events at Manzanar — now a

national historic site run by the U.S. National Park Service — but in 2002 she was
among 1,300 people who went to Watsonville, Calif., to re-enact a roundup of Japa-
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DEPARTURE OF MOTHER KIM

This issue of the Kiryusha covers the period from late 2024 through
mid 2026. This has been a somewhat turbulent and significant time period
both in terms of the leadership of MJM and its method of ministry. Mother
Kyrie Kim who had been the Missioner of MJM since the early days of
Covid in 2021 departed from MJIM in the spring of 2025. Kyoko Toyama,
was elected President of MJM in the January 2024 annual meeting of MJM.
The mode of MJM’s service changed; from a sole emphasis on in-person
gatherings to a hybid, Zoom worldwide congregation. Each of these transi-
tions have both benefits and costs which are still emerging.

The departure of Mother Kim was difficult. During the three years
she was with MJM, the Cathedral gatherings were initiated and flourished.
The post covid dwindling Westchester congregation was revived somewhat
and regular bible studies which had been largely dormant during the height
of Covid resumed. Having a missioner was a luxury and benefit that MJM
was able to enjoy because of an arrangement with Trinity Church and later
the Diocese of New York. In the spring of 2024 this support was coming to
an end. While MJM was able to contribute a portion of the needed support,
it could not carry the cost of a full time missioner on its own. The parting
was difficult and painful for all involved.

Adding to the difficulty of this departure for Mother Kim was the
unexpected detention of her daughter, Yeonsoo Go by immigration authori-
ties in late July/August 2025, Although ultimately her daughter was re-
leased, this trauma came on top of a difficult transition from MJM. We wish
Mother Kim well.

Technology came to the aid of MJM during Covid with remote ser-
vices being conducted throughout the years of 2020 and 2024. The world-
wide Anglican communion and the ability to reach this global communion
became apparent thanks to the wonders of technology. As a result, post
Covid finds about half the services being conducted remotely and the con-
gregation spanning the globe from NY to California to Japan and occasion-
ally Spain. Being able to cast such a wide net not only for congregants but
for the myriads of priests has allowed a variety of clergy to become part of
the MJM family.

MIJM is made of sojourners, those that transition both in terms of
place and methodology. The MJM is not the same MJM of the late 1970’s
when it first started and MJM twenty years from now will undoubtedly be
different from what we find today. However, the fellowship and communion
that MJM embodies and strives for remains a constant and will endure. Take
the journey with us, things change but they stay the same.
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The Lives They Led
Michael Heffner

My father used to read the obituary section of the New York
Times every weekend (that was when the Times came in a big bundle
full of sections and circulars). I remember asking him if he knew the
people that he was reading about. His response stayed with me. “I
don’t know all of the people who appear in the obituary personally, but
1 get to learn their stories. From these stories, I hope to extract life
lessons.” That was all I needed to hear ...

The following individuals were recognized for their remarkable
life stories in the New York Times over the past year (these are sum-
maries edited down from the full articles).

JEANE WAKATSUKI HOUSTON, 90, DIES;
Her Internment Inspired a Memoir

Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, author of the acclaimed memoir
Farewell to Manzanar, died at 90 in Santa Cruz, California. Her mem-
oir, co-written with her husband James D. Houston, recounts her expe-
rience as a child in the Manzanar internment camp during World War
I, where her family was imprisoned alongside 120,000 Japanese
Americans following Executive Order 9066.

Born in 1934 in Inglewood, California, Jeanne was just 7 years
old when her family was sent to the desert camp. Her father was arrest-
ed separately under false accusations and rejoined the family months
NIl e e later, physically and emotionally changed.
: Life in the camp was harsh, but books became
?;» a source of escape and inspiration for Jeanne.

She suppressed her memories for
years until prompted by her nephew in 1971
1 to share her story. The result was Farewell to
' Manzanar (1973), which sold over 1.6 million
 copies and was adapted into an Emmy-

nominated TV movie in 1976. The memoir
JEAN:JEA?:EEE:'E’(S’F%U:T helped shine a light on a dark chapter in

( | American history.



